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"'l'hjoj i;gcimnt.s below, dating through February 1953, pe}tain 40 conaumer supply snd
goneral iiving conditimns in the Loder ares of Poland following the abolition of
food ITmtioning and ke moat recsnt adjustmests in price and vage scelss.

Food !

"E‘.‘hH *”_‘god shops in Foland, particularly those in urg;r towna; are nov well atocked |
vttg all kinds of lgyplzu. Howevar, the new prices. the so-called 'commercisl :
griﬂ (Kamercyine), are many times higher than vere the prices of ratiocned foods.
or exampla: 3 : {

i Scamsalivy Zormer xationed price: Present 'commarcial' price
k3 of sugar 5.25 Zlotys | 15.-21. |
kg of butter 2k, - i 5260, -
ke prime vesl 8-9.- ; 30 .-
kg prise bse? 6~7.= i 26.-
kg semi-dry sausage 18-24.- [ 55. -

"1 believe tho preser. surprising abundance of foodstuffs in the shops wili prove
Derely temporsry since it is the result of an artificial accumlation of food supplies
in tha |h&nds of the State through the pact ardbitrary vaiioa system. Although the ‘
yragent food prices ars rather prohibitive, people are so undsrncurished after yoars
of privation that many are stocking up on supplies ~utwithstanding the family budget.
The Jt:n,vitabm result of the present inzrgased dsmand will bo a further increase in
focgi: Prices in an attempt to dalance thes msrket and maintain the regular flow aof
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'h.  “The price differences. for textilesa'e less striking. The increase over former : ~
prices is 10-20% on the WVemdge. What makes these price incraases actually larger |. .
than they appear is that the guaiitr of all textiles has deteriorated considerably. | e

Pure wocllensa are no longer cbtainable in the Stste ehops. The beset quality goods L.
contair & mazimum of 60% wool. The average quality goods contain only 30% wool. i } -
[ ]

THELLls cousignments are being directed to the tailcra' cooperatives and thus
diverted frem divect distridbutior %o consumera. In this wvay paopls are being pre-
vented from buying matarials persczaliy s supply their own private tailors and
dressmakers. Instsad they are compelled *~ patronize .he taiiors' cooperatives

. vizich have always been unpopular because of their Jow standsrd of workmanshiy and
slow servica.

5. "An increasing ahai-ta.se Of textiles can be cbserved throughout Poland. Mores larce ‘ ' ! :

Black Marksv

6. "Unaer present cond:tione the black mariet in food shows a downwvard trernd. Black
mavket activities have generally diminished,

T. "Blsck markst vrais =<np 8014 and foraign curvencles im practically at a standstill.

i Poople fmar « further increass in prices wnd a further depreciation of the 2loty !
and are +therefore reliuctant to disposs of what valuaLls foreign currencies they still
Possess. One dollar or ths black markat costs [ late Ped 1953/arcund 70 z21.; a ;
$20-gold coln sells for 6,500 2. The ‘suyply’ is very limited.

|
i
ol

8. "The State nhops dealing in gold and Javelery have few customers. The standard i; :
(o2f1c1al) price offered by ihese shops is about 200 Z1 for one gr of l4-carat gole =

|

9. "Ths n=w policy of the State Tribunals 16 to punish black-marketeering very severely.
Even 1n 1952 gold and currency cases ware dealt with rather lenimntly. Often the i
authorities wers satisfied with the confiscation of the currencies; the dealors .
wers nct ersscuted. Now the uitumtior has changed: black-marketeers mAy receive
&8 mucsh 2.2 10 years' imprisonment for 1llegel curreacy and gold transactions. It
was rumored in Jewish circle: in Poland that in October 1952 two Jewa from Lodz
(cne by the name of / fun/ Kaplan) ware sentazced to death for black market trans-
actions in 40llers and were sxecuted.

Medicsl Supplies ' . : i -

10. "A certain improvemsnt could ba obssrved 1n early 1953 ir érug oupplies. Unfortun~
ately, it is marely an improvement in Juantity sccompanied by a detarioration in L
Quality. The drugs svailabla on tha marke% are either of Paliah oroduction or impor- -
tea from other Cominform countries; there i nothing of Western origin. Polish I
Physicians distrust thess Eastern brands. In serioua cases, they usually advise their .

I
|

Faticats S Ty tC outain Western medicines cn the black market.

1. "Bapplies of domestic Peniciilin areadsquate; aome pharmacies sell it even without
prescription. Patients arewumlly -eluctant %o uee this domestic peniciliin Lecause
it causes strong paime in the puscles .and jJoints near the point of injecticn. The
Folish penic:illic is manufactured in crystais. Oil-penicilliin imported from H\'.mry,ij
is alro available. It has & otill worse reputation than the Pslish variety. Very . -
rarelyv some Danish penicillinuLeo’ brand—is available.
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i2. "The sho‘l-tnge of cotion wool and medical dressings 15 getting more and nore acute.
According o rumors most cotton wool factories and related industries are working
exclusively for the Polish and Soviet armies.

13, "Trade in foreign medical supplies amuggied in from abroad is still guite brisk.
Considerable supplies of this kipd reech Poland in parcels from the West. 7T often
88v hand-written advertisements stuck om fences and walls, offeri ng at a given
adiress the beast Wegtern msdicinss sgsinst TB'.

B ] —_————— P
'r y o -

Postal Regulistizms

Pk, YAIl ietters to foraion addressas mi2e new he M;--n:\_a_;!_}p handed ovar 2t tks Post
Office - not just registered letters; as preaviously. The euvelopes must be left open ‘
nnd nms* bear the name and address of the sender. Since, however, the person sub-~ i
‘ing & letter 15 nct required to identify himself with documepts, many use k
f-rtitmus nADes and addreasef: wben writing abroad.

Identity Cards

15. "The issue of new identity cards had notv resulted, as of late February 1953, in the
political clessification of the population that was anticipated. Contrary to advance
fears the nev documents sssam to be identical with the old. However, the authorities
ge:m mos% anxious not to let any of these new cards be carried across the Polish

25X frontiers. A Jewish voman from Lode [ ]said that she
hed beax at the frontier twc weeks previdusly but had beea turned back frum Zebrsydowice
to Lodz, becauss she did not have & receipt proving tiat she had surrendered her new
identity card to th2 police uponreisiving her foreign passport. All identity cards
must be surrendered to the WOP authorities (Frontier Guard Police) upon leaving
Polanid.

Crime

16. "There has been a sharp inireass of crime in Poland. This is due pertly to the great
imppcrerishment of the pcpulaticn but mainly t0 the reacent amnesty under which many
common criminals wvere released. Trke mumber of thafts, burglaries and armed robberies
is oa the increase and, what ‘2 worse, the efficilency of the Militia in fighting
crime leaves much to be desired. [t i1s svident.y fer rore important to the authorities
to track dowvn the polaitical opposition than tc curdb <the activities of criminale.

Travel

17. "Travel, whether by train or by local means of tramsport includiag :zabs, has not been
crestricied too much. A reilway ticket (pius, of course,-the identity card which every-

bedy must carry at all times) is still the orly document which s train passenger is
25X1 obliged tc carry during his :rsvel.| |

There are fumors, hovever, that official travel orders will soon be required for the
purchaze of train tickets.

)
<

"Police control on treins «nd other means of Lransport 1s méinly concentrated ou the s
passengers’ luggage; not on the passengers themselves. Taxicabs are frequently stopped b
in tte GStreets by the Traffic Militis under &1 morts of pretexts, o2 to check the
dyise- e iicense. The resl purpose is to check the luggage which the cab passeager

533 wZth him,"
-end-
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